and finally a call for a longitudinal study, not of students but of schools:

"... a national longitudinal effort at comparing public and
private school sites across regions would provide researchers and
policymakers with integrated, reliable information ... about the
relationship between school site investments and educational
outcomes ... to track the progress of school reform initiatives"
(McClure),

EDUCATION RATHER THAN SCHOOLING

Finally, "NCES should explicitly consider moving beyond the collection of data
on schooling to the collection of data on education" (Natriello).
This might mean;

"Most current NCES data collection activities focus on elementary
and secondary schools.  While schooling should remain at the core of
NCES data collection plans, ... students are being exposed to a
growing number of learning resources outside of the traditional
schools. .., Non-school educational activities may become important
control variables, much like parent educational levels and economic
resources, in understanding the effects of schooling." (Natriello).

"The federal statistics program seems to define public schools in
K-12 terms.  Yet schools everywhere are looking at pre-school care,
after-school carer and many forms of adult education and services.
Whom to servet and how to render services to new populations, are
policy issues at local and state levels which NCES may be able to
illuminate with trend data." (National School Boards Association).

"... education data in the future should not only be derived from
schools and other formal educational institutions, but also from
other deliverers of educational or training services such as the
private sector, the military, voluntary associations and the
countless other organizations and agencies which provide education
and training services.  Education must be defined more generically
to consist of more than just schools." (Usdan).

To aid such a move to consider the youth population as a totality, rather than
focusing solely on those in conventional K-12 or 1-12 schools, the NGA
proposes:

"While education systems do vary widely across states; it appears
that states would welcome common reporting on certain national data
elements that would allow valid comparisons to be made. ... The BLS
as the major statistical agency responsible for labor force
statistics has defined the population {16 years and older) into
mutually exclusive categories ...  NCES as the major statistical
agency responsible for education statistics, should consider
defining the population (0-16 years old) in a similar fashion of
mutually exclusive categories.  This would help in the development
of definitions."

104would make educational polls and national  assessments fast
